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SERMON, Oc. 


JOEL i. 6.—14. 


6. For a nation is come up upon my land, ſtrong and 
without number, whoſe teeth are the teeth of a lion, 
and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. 


” —— — — 


þ 7. He hath laid my vine waſte, and barked my fig- 
tree: He hath made it clean bare, and caſt it away; 


: the branches thereof are made white. 
: 8. Lament like a virgin girded with ſackcloth for the 5 
1 | 1 
I huſband of her youth. 1 
} 9. 'The meat-offering and the drink-offering is cut off ts 
I from the houſe of the LoxD; the prieſts, the Lord's — 
1 miniſters, mourn. 
A 
©: ; . | i 
9 10. The field is waſted, the land mourneth ; for the 
I p gs. 36g N 0 69 
3 corn is waſted : The new wine is dried up, the oil | | 
3 languiſheth. / 
. 11. Be ye aſhamed, O ye huſbandmen : Howl, O ye | | 4 
vine-dreſſers, for the wheat and for the barley ; be- y 
cauſe the harveſt of the field is periſhed. 
12. The vine is dried up, and the fig-tree languiſheth ; _ 1 
the pomegranate-tree, the palm-tree alſo, and the | 
g 
A apple- | 
| 
| 
| 
. 


— * — 


* — * = . 
AR Ar 7, - oo Ie os. elf rants 


(9 
apple-tree, even all the trees of the field are wither. 


ed; becauſe joy is withered away from the ſons of 
men. 


13. Gird yourſelves, and lament, ye prieſts ; howl, ye 
miniſters of the altar: Come, lie all night in ſack- 
cloth, ye minifters of my God; for the meat-offer- 
ing and the drink-offering is withholden from the 
houſe of your God. | 


14. Sanctify ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather 
the elders, and all the inhabitants of the land, int 
the houſe of the Lorp your God, and cry unto the 
Lokrp. 


IH E are called, in the preſent age, to be- 
Dold the moral and political phenc- 
mena of a mighty and civilized people, form- 
ed into an artificial horde of banditti, threw- 
ing off all the reftraints which have influ- 
enced men in ſocial life, diſplaying a ſavage 
valour directed by a ſanguinary ſpirit, form- 
ing rapine and deſtruttion into a ſyſtem, and 
perv-rting, to their deteflable purpoſes, all the 
talents and ingenuity which they derived 
from their advanced ſiage of civilization, 
all 


I 
all the refinements of art, all the diſcoveries 


of ſcience . 


Such phenomena appear not in every 
age. Hiſtory furniſhes no examples of a 
like kind. Imagination itſelf could never 
have painted ſuch a ſtate of ſociety exiſt- 
ing voluntarily among men; and even 

now, amid the daily, and too authentic re- 
cords of it, labours to conceive the poſſi- 
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tinually produces. Hear this, ye old 
men, and give ear all ye inhabitants of 


even in the days of your fathers! Tell 
ye your children of it, and let your chil- 
* dren tell their children, and their chil- 
* dren another generation.“ Blow alfo 
the trumpet in Zion, and ſound an alarm 
* in the holy mountain ;—for it is a day of 
* wrath, a day of trouble and diſtreſs, a 


© dark- 


Vid. Mr Pitt's ſpeech at the opening of this Sc'- 
tion of Parliament. 


bility of thoſe horrible ſcenes which it con- 


* the land, hath this been in your days, or 


day of waſteneſs and deſolation, a day of 


1 


darkneſs and gloomineſs, a day of the 
_ © trumpet and alarm againſt the fenced ci- 
* ties and high towers. A nation hath 
© come up, even a bitter and haſty nation, 
* marching through the breadth. of the 
* land, to poſſeſs dwelling places that are 
© not theirs. They come all for violence. 
* 'They ſcoff at kings, and princes are a 
* ſcorn unto them. A fire devoureth be- 
© fore them, and behind them a flame 
< burneth ; the land is as the Garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a 
« deſolate wilderneſs.” 


But they ſhall not prevail to carry de- 
folation through the earth. Were their 
hoſts countleſs as the ſands of the ſea, they 
ſhall not prevail: For there is one who ſits 
in heaven, who marks the counſels they 
have deviſed againſt himſelf and againſt 
his Anointed. The Lord holdeth them 
in deriſion. He ſhall ſpeak to them 
in his wrath, and vex them in his 
* ſore diſpleaſure.“ He who ſays to 0- 
CEAN, when it rages, hitherto ſhalt thou 

. ene 


1 


come and no farther, and here ſhall thy 


proud waves be ſtayed, ſhall alſo curb their 
frantic wrath, and cauſe the remainder 
thereof to ſerve him. 


But although we have this well founded 


reliance on the providence of the Moſt High 
that it ſhall interpoſe to check theſe impious 
counſels, yet is it not permitted for us to 
be at our eaſe in Zion, while ſuch porten- 
tous judgments are abroad on the earth. 
God is ſpeaking unto us by the voice of 
his providence, and the men of wiſdom 
ſhall liſten to the ſame ; © they ſhail even 
hear the rod, and who hath appointed it.“ 


In conformity with this maxim of hea- 


venly wiſdom, hath our gracious Sovereign, 
WHOM MAY GOD $ VE, AND LONG PRE- 


SERVE, © commanded that a public faſt and 


* humiliation be obſerved throughout the 
* land, that the people may humble them- 
* ſelves before Almighty God, in order to 


0 


© yout 


obtain pardon of our ſins, and may, in a de- 


(6) 


vout and ſolemn manner, ſend up our pray. 
ers and ſupplications to the Divine Majeſty, 
for averting thoſe heavy judgments which 
our manifold ſins and provocations have 
moſt juſtly deſerved, imploring his blef. 
ſing and aſſiſtance on the arms of our 
country, towards reſtoring and perpe- 
tuating peace, ſafety, and proſperity to 
theſe kingdoms :'—* For a nation” threat- 
ens to © come up into our land, ſtrong and 
* without number, whoſe. teeth are the 
* teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek 
© teeth of a great lion. He hath laid his 
© ,207 vine waſte, and barked his fig-tree, 
he hath made it clean bare, and caſt it a- 
way, and the branches thereof are made 
white. He hath cut off the meat-offer- 
ing and the drink-offering from the houſe 
* of the Lord; the prieſts, the Lord's mi- 
© niſters, mourn. And now ſay the men 
of that nation to us, Come, be our bre- 
thren in impiety, in miſrule, in confuſion, 


c 


0 


in bloodſhed, in miſery, in ruin. Come, 
accept the kiſs of fraternity entitling you 
ws to 


4 


to a participation in theſe things, or pre- 
pare to receive them from us at the point 
of the ſword. 


But we will neither accept the traiterous 
ſalutation, nor fear to repel their frantic 
efforts of deſpair, by the ſteady force of an 
united and happy country. Putting our 


his voice, tranſmitted to us by that EXCEL- 


6 unto the Lord.' 8 


this ſolemnity, that ſo, while I endeavour 
to lay before you the words of truth, ye 


and hypocrilies, and all evil ſpeakings, as 


| 


truſt in Almighty God, we will now obey 


” LENT PRINCE, whom he hath ſet over us for 
our good, ſaying, * SanQtify ye a faſt, call 
© a ſolemn aſſembly, gather the elders and 

* all the inhabitants of the land into the 
5 houſe of the Lord your God, and 


May God himſelf grant his bleſſing to 
alſo, putting aſide all malice, and all guile 


* new born babes may deſire the ſincere 
milk 


( 8) 
* milk of the word, that ye may profit 
© thereby.” 


Let us conſider in what views we ought 
to regard ACTUAL or IMPENDING public 
calamities, and what DUTIES are required 
of us under ſuch viſitations of providence. 


The word of God, in numberleſs pal- 
ſages, teaches us to conſider public calami- 
ty as a rod wielded by the hand of the 
Moſt High, to correct the nations, on ac- 
count of iniquity. Although, therefore, 
it is raſh and unjuſt to interpret the mis- 
fortunes of individuals as judgments of 
Heaven, it is ſafe and right to regard na- 
tronal calamities in this view. 


Men, individually conſidered, are in a ſtate 
of trial, notof retribution. The time cometh, 
indeed, when they ſhall be rewarded or pu- 
niſhed preciſely according to their - deeds ; 
but, in the preſent time, no man knoweth 
either love or hatred by all that is before 

him, 


1 
him. All things come alike to all; there 
is one event to the righteous and to the 
wicked; to the good and to the clean, and 


to the unclean; to him that ſacrificeth and 
to him that ſacrificeth not.” 


A 


* 


* 


But public aſſociations of men Nations 
and Kingdoms, can only experience the diſ- 
tributive juſtice of God in the preſent 
world. Death puts an end to all the bonds 
which unite men in communities. Al- 
mighty God, therefore, the King of na- 
tions,“ has, in the government of the 
world, ordained, and exemplified a /-»ecial 
part of his adminiſtration, which connects 
preſent rewards and puniſhments with the 
preſent virtues, or vices, of nations. He 
has aſſured us, in the revelation of his will, 
that this is the invariable plan of his pro- 
vidence, and he has verified it to our ob- 
ſervation, in many conſpicuous events that 


have taken place on this globe, 
B The 


POOL _ 
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The deluge of the old world—the burn. 
ing of Sodom and Gomorrah—the deſtruc- 
tion of the Canaanitiſh nations—the viciſ. 


ſitudes of proſperity and adverſity in the 
hiſtory of the Jews—their captivity in Ba- 


bylon—their general diſperſion, continuing 
to this day. — All theſe events are monu- 
ments of this important truth, that Righ- 
* teouſneſs exalteth nations, while fin is the 


* reproach and ruin of every people. 


It would ſeem almoſt impoſſible to reſiſt 
the conviction ariſing from ſo many ſtrik- 
ing facts. Yet ſome men, to whom, what- 
ever borders on what they chuſe to call Ex- 
thuſraſm, is an everlaſting ſubject of alarm, 
affect to conſider theſe eyents in the light 
of miracles, which have now confeſſedly 
ceaſed. 


It is true, that ſince the publication of 
the goſpel, we ſee not ſuch broad and ma- 
nifeſt interpoſitions of providence in the 
concerns of nations as often took place of 

| old. 


tw 5 


old. But this furniſhes no argument to 
prove that the ſame conſequences do not 
follow the public conduct of nations as 
certainly, though not always ſo ſuddenly, as 
before. 


Let us endeavour to reaſon juſtly on this 
ſubject. 


The Jewiſh hiſtory has given riſe to 


many diſquiſitions, both on the part of the 
friends and the enemies of revelation : 


But the ſpecial view of it, to which 1 
would ſolicit your attention at preſent, is to 
conſider it as a MODEL, on a {mall ſcale, of 
the GREAT plan of PROVIDENCE, with re- 
gard to accountable agents.—lt is true, that 


our natural conceptions of the Deity lead 


us to the belief, that, in the ue of his mo- 
ral government, an exact retribution ſhall 
be finally rendered to all his intelligent 


creatures. But the proſpect of this final 


iſſue is remote, It is only a ſmall part of 
the univerſal ſyſtem, which falls within the 


Per- 


(. 12 } 


perſonal obſervation of any individual; 
and although he ſhould extend the ſphere 
of his obſervation, as far as poſſible, by 
reading and reflection, ſtill the annals 
of the world preſent themſelves to him, 
checquered with many perplexing facts, 
difficult to be reduced to the ftri& ideas 
of preſent diſtributive juſtice. In the 
mean time the ſolicitations of vice are per- 
petually counteracting the power of the 
world to come, and leading the ſinner, while 
he walks after his own lufts, to ſay, in 
ſcoffing unbelief, Where is the promiſe 
of his coming for ſince the fathers fell 
© aſleep, all things continue as they were 
© from the beginning of the creation “. 


To prevent, or at leaſt to render inex- 


cuſeable, this falſe inference from the im- 
perceptible progreſs of the GREAT Sys- 
TEM towards its completion, it has pleaſed 
the Author of that ſtupendous plan, which 
is only yet beginning to be unfolded, to ſet 

forth 


* II. Peter iii. 3. & 4. 
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forth to our obſervation a tyþe or model of 
his moral government, in the hiſtory, re- 
volutions, and fate of the Jewiſh people. 
We have not yet ſeen a GREAT REvOLU- 
TION of providence as to the WORLD in 
general. In reſpect to this, the longeſt 
æras by which men compute are as no- 
thing. A thouſand years are' in the ſight 
of HIM who conducts the whole ſyſtem, 
but as yeſterday when it is paſt, and as a 
* watch in the night.“ But to compenſate 
this unavoidable defect in our comprehen- 
ſion of the Univerſal Syſtem, we have ſeen 
a particular community, ſelected, as it were, 


to repreſent the WHOLE ; diſtinguiſhed 


by the choiceſt bleſſings of Hicaven —abu- 
{ing thoſe bleſſings - chaſtized from time to 
time on account of that abuſe— perſiſting 
in impenitence multiplying their provo- 
cations——at laſt finally rejected, and con- 
tinuing under the curſe to this day. 


Can we ſeriouſly believe that this ſtrik- 
ing hiſtory ſtands recorded in the moſt au- 
thentig 
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ed whether he is ſufficiently guarded a- 


„ 


thentic and eloquent annals given to the pe- 
ruſal of man, for no moral or important 
purpoſe? Can we believe that the diſtri- 
butive juſtice of God has been ſtern to- 
wards one people alone, and that it is lax 
towards all others? — He that can believe 
theſe things, is ſufhciently guarded, indeed, 
againſt Enthuſiaſm ; but it may be doubt- 


gainſt that hopeleſs ſtate of mind and cha- 
racter, which beginning Atheiſm, produ- 
ces 


But other hiſtories, beſides that of the 
Jews, proclaim the truth to which I now 
ſolicit your attention. It is a FACT, which 


none can deny,. that nations do flouriſh or 
decay, according to the general prevalence 


of virtue or vice among the people. 


The annals of the world do not furniſh 
one. inſtance of a people deeply corrup- 


ted, who long retained their national proſ- 
perity. | 


Sunk 


( 5 ) 
Sunk and enervated by the habits of 
Eaſtern luxury, the great empire of Perſia 
was totally conquered by an army which, 
in theſe days, would hardly excite alarm in 
the moſt inconſiderable ſtate of Europe.— — | 
When the ſame habits had corrupted Rome, 
through the influx of Eaſtern riches, her ſons 
quickly proftituted the arms which had 
ſubdued the world, to faſten the chains of 
deſpotiſm on themſelves. And it was af- 


ter Spain, through rapine, and torture, and 
blood, had ſeized the treaſures of Mexico 
and Peru, that ſhe ſunk into that ſtate of 
weakneſs and depopulation, from which 
ſhe is only yet beginning to emerge. 


„% 
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Such has hitherto been the fate of na- 
tions, conſidered as ſubjects of the diſtribu- 
tive juſtice of God in the preſent world. 


hon pol s rr —— 


It might alſo be ſhewn, that the ſame 
conſequences muſt flow from the very na- 
ture of man, and of ſociety. But as the 
ſubje& does not directly lead to this illuſ- 


tration, 
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tration, I will rather proceed to ſet before 
you the diiferent purpoſes for which God 
ſends various kinds and degrees of calami— 
ty to viſit the nations of the earth z—a- 
dopting, in every part of this illuſtration, 
the authority of his own word. 


* The Moſt High does not afflict wil. 
* lingly, nor grieve the children of men; 
for, judgment is his ſtrange work, and 
in mercy doth he delight.'—The ſtill 
{mall voice of his compaſſion always pre- 


cedes the thunder of his wrath, and even his 


chaſtiſements bear marks of that paternal 
goodneſs which deſires not the death of 


ſinners. 


When a people begin to forſake him, he 
ſolicits the return of their .duty and alle- 
giance, by gentle admonitions— When 


theſe admonitions are diſregarded, he ſends 
his warning and chaſtening rod. When 
both fail, he lays aſide the tender compal- 
ſions of a parent, aſſumes the rights of a 

ſove- 


(497 


ſovereign, and vindicates the authority of 
his laws by the exemplary puniſhment of 
the impenitent. 


1. When a people begin to forſake him, 
| he ſends his meſſengers or prophets to thein 


with an embaſſy, ſimilar to that of Jere- 


miah, ſaying, © Thus ſaith the Lord, be- 
* hold I frame evil againſt you, Return 


* ye now every one from his evil way, 


* and make your ways and your doings 
* good r. 


If this admonition has its proper effect, 
the rod is ſuſpended, and the humble pe- 
nitents are reſtored to favour. 


Thus it happened to the people of Ni- 
neveh Vet forty days, ſaid God, by the 
mouth of the prophet Jonah, © and Nine- 
* veh ſhall be overthrown. So the people 


% 


of Nineveh believed God, and proclaim- 


6 


ed a faſt, and put on ſackcloth from the 
C * greateſt 


* Jerem. xviii. 11. 
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* greateſt of them even to the leaſt of them. 
| And God ſaw their works, that they 

; © turned from their evil way, and God re- 
© pented him of the evil that he ſaid he 
| * would do unto them, and did it not *.“ 


„ 2. But when ſuch admonitions fail to 
produce their proper effect, other meſſenger: 
are ſent, to rouſe and alarm ſinful nations. 


From the deep and awful chambers of 
his juſtice, God brings forth vials of wrath 
to pour out on guilty lands. Then 
ſends Hr his © judgments abroad on the 
*/earth.” H commands, and the ſword 
devours, famine conſumes, peſtilence rages, 
tempeſt deſolates. Then appoints un ter- 
ror, conſumption, and the burning ague, 
© that ſhall conſume the eyes, and cauſc 
© ſorrow of heart.“ Then makes he fear 
to enter into the hearts of rulers, and fac- 
tion into the hearts of ſubjects, ſo that wiſ⸗ 
dom is darkened in the ſenate, and the 

11) hands 


Jonah iii, 4. 5. & 10. 
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hands of men hang down in the field, and 
no ſhouts of victory are ſent from the hoſts, 
to thoſe who ſtay behind in the fields and 
in the cities; © becauſe they go out one 
* 20ay to meet their foes, and flee /ever 
ray before them; and men ſow ſeed in 
the bitterneſs of their heart, leſt their 
enemies ſhould eat it.” 


A 


* 


Nay, after all theſe things have been ac- 


compliſhed on ſuch a nation, if they ſhall 


not for all this hearken, neither be reform- 
eee ſhall ſay of that nation I will 

yet puniſh, them ſeven times more for 
* their fins. And they ſhall eat the fleſh 

* of their ſons, and the fleſh of their 
daughters ſhall they eat; and I will make 
their cities waſte, and bring their ſanc- 
* 'tuaries into deſolation, and will not ſmell 
the ſavour of their ſweet odours. And 
I will draw out a ſword after them.— 


And upon them that are left alive of 


* them, I will ſend a faintneſs in the lands 


* of their enemies, and the ſound of a ſha- 


ken 


4 8 
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© ken leaf ſhall chace them, and they ſhall 
fall when none purſueth' _ 


With ſuch tremendous viſitations of 
wrath, did God threaten his people of old, 
if they ſhould deſpiſe his ſtatutes, or break 
his covenant.—And is he now, think ye, 
become more lenient towards the impeni- 
tent workers of iniquity ?—ls it now ſafer 
than it was in former times, to treſpaſs on 
his goodneſs and long- ſuffering? 


Aſſuredly this is not ſo.— To Hiu be— 

longeth vengeance and recompence, and 
the foot of them that hate him ſhall ſlide 
in due time, for the day of their calami- 

ty is at hand, and the things that ſhall 
come upon them make haſte.” 


Liſten, O ye people of this land, while 


vet in ſafety, amid your native frelds and 
cities ye hear, and only hear, of the wide 
deſolation of war in other lands.—Lifter 
to the voice of this great and omnipotent 


God, 


(” at: } 


God, which now addreſſes you in theſe 
words : * Behold as the clay is in the hands 


c 


C 


A 


of the potter, ſo are ye in my hands, O 


houſe of Iſrael. At what inſtant I ſhall 
ſpeak concerning a nation, and concern» 
ing a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 


down, and to deſtroy it ; if that nation 


againſt whom I have pronounced turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I-thought to do unto them. Return 
ye now every one, from your evil way, 
and make your ways and your doings 


good. Caſt away from you all your 


tranſgreſſions whereby ye have tranſ- 
greſſed, and make unto yourſelves a new 
heart and a new ſpirit, for why will ye 
die, O houſe of Iſrael. 


3. But the Spirit of God will not al- 


ways ſtrive with man: For when a people 
thus ſolicited by reproofs, and warned by 
actual chaſtiſements, {till harden themſelves 


1zainſt ſuch calls of providence, when nei- 


10 
8 


ther mercics nor judgments can reclaim 


them 
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— 
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( 22 } 
them—abuſed long-ſuffering at laſt kindles 
into the hotteſt vengeance of Heaven. The 
Moſt High reſtrains his paternal compaſ- 
ſions, and gives order to the awful mini- 
ſters of his wrath. The day of merciful 
viſitation is paſt, the day of conſuming ter- 
rors arrives. The contemned rod is with- 
drawn, and the ſword ſucceeds— the ſword 
made ſharp and bright for ſlaughter. Then 
maketh the Lord the © plagues of ſuch a 
people wonderful, and the plagues of their 


© ſeed, even great plagues, and of long 


* continuance, until they are left few in 


© number, and theſe few ſcattered among 


© 


all people, finding no eaſe nor reſt to the 


© ſoles of their feet. Then ſends the Lord 


© curſing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that 
© ſach a nation ſet their hands unto for to 


do, until they be deſtroyed, and until 


© they periſh quickly; becauſe of the wick- 
© ednels of their ie, whereby abe have 
fore ſaken bim. ow 31171 10 45 


G5 


© 
o * 4 


Often 


* 2 
e 9 9 8 * * c Ut LL RIO TIN "RO 
We Tous * 3 * : s 8 9 1 . NG 5 e P wY * * * 


RO Ss, * r 6 9 PRE. K . 4 8 . Is "IE * * 
* CCCͥͥͥ ˙1 tn Pe da, FJ "LP OD. Ty 9 11 8 9 L ——. B ä „ nnn 4. F , — * 4 
N C =” ©, 25 w 4 ! a oy 5 $ - is * * "CIO 5 * — wo — ds = 
"OY N M : Wenn 


3 
Often had the arm of the Lord been 


raiſed in anger againſt his antient people, 
and as often did his mercy interpoſe to de- 
lay the ſtroke. But a fatal period came at 
length, when even mercy could no longer 
procure a reſpite. Now is the end come 
upon my people of Iſrael, ſaid God, I 
* will not again paſs by them any more. 
And the ſongs of the temple {hall be 
* howlings in that day; there ſhall be ma- 
ny dead bodies in every place, they ſhall 
* caſt, them forth with filence *, 


* 


** 


In that inſtance, the execution followed 
the threatening without delay; and that 
inſtance, were there no other in the hiſtory 
of the world, is an awful teſtimony of the 


ern, though ow juſtice of 11M, who rules 


the nations. Theſe things happened to 
them for enſamples; and they are writ- 
ten for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come T. Behold, 
therefore, the goodneſs and ſeverity of 

* God, 
+ I. Cor. x. 11, 


A 


* 


* Amos vii. 2. 3. 


j ( 4 ) 


| * God, on them which fell ſeverity, bu; 
8 towards thee goodneſs, if thou continue 
1 | in his goodneſs, otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt 
be cut off *.? 


[| Having thus repreſented to you the views 
1 in which we ought to regard actual or im- 
| pending public calamities, I proceed to 

| conſider the duties which are required of 
| us under ſuch viſitations of providence, 


| | I. Let us habitually impreſs on our 
minds thoſe religious acknowledgements 
oO: ti. Divine adminiſtration, which have 
been repreſented under the former branch 


of the ſubject. 


On minds deſtitute of religion, calamity 
of every kind, private or public, actual or 
impending, falls with ten-fold weight. A- 
live only to the immediate ſenſation of diſ- 
treſs, they remain inſenſible and regardleſs 

of the hand that inflicts it. Their regret 
of 


* Rom. viii. 22. 
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of the bleſſings they have loſt, is unaccom- 
panied with the leaſt degree of remorſe on 
account of the crimes they have committed. 
Overwhelmed with a ſullen unfruitful de- 
jection, their proud rebellious hearts mur- 
mur and ſtruggle even under the hand of 


God. — This is the © ſorrow of the world 


that worketh death.”—With ſuch an un- 
hallowed ſenſibility, God, by the mouth of 
the prophet Hoſea, reproacheth the Jews of 
old. —© They have not cried to me with their 
* hearts, when they howled upon their 
beds; they aſſemble for corn and wine, 
© and they rebel againſt me—they return, 
but not to the Moſt High *. 2 


Very different, in the ſeaſon of calami- 


ty, from this, is the godly ſorrow that ariſes 


in the heart of thoſe who habitually ac- 
knowledge the Divine adminiſtration in all 
that happens, either to individuals or com- 


21A 4 munities. 


* Hoſea vii. 14.— 16. 
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munities. This is the feeling of hearts leſs 
affected with the ſenſe of ſuffering than 


with the remembrance of guilt. It is a 


feeling which turns every accuſing ſenti- 
ment againſt ourſelves, every humble and 
affectionate ſentiment towards our Maker. 
When proſperity decays, or changes to af- 
fiction, it leads men to the acknowledge- 
ment of abuſed benefits, and to the reflec- | 
tion on undeſerved bleſſings that ſtill remain. 


— The Lord hath chaſtened me ſore, but 


not given me over to death —— Why 
* ſhould a living man complain, a man 
for the puniſhment of his ſins? - We 
have had fathers of our fleſh who cor- 
rected us, and we gave them reverence; 
ſhall we not much rather be in ſubjection 
unto the Father of Spirits, and' live: For 
they verily for a few days chaſtened us 
after their own pleaſure ; but he for our 


* profit, that we might be en of his 
* holineſs.— 


* 
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39 
If ſuch a frame of mind is becoming in 
an individual, if it tends to preſerve his 


ſoul in the proper poſture, and to inſure 


him the benefit which affliction is intended 
to produce—it is not leſs beneficial in the 
ſame circumſtances, and on the fame ac- 
counts, to a nation. Nay, if there be in a 
city but TEN ſuch pious and humble ſouls, 
amid thouſands of a contrary character, it 
may avert the threatened vengeance of the 
Moſt High, and prevail with him to repent 
of the evil that he had ſaid he would do 
unto that city. 


II. In order to ſtrengthen and cheriſh 
the religious views I have been recommen- 


ding, let us cultivate a reverence for the or- 


dinances of Divine worſhip. 


Our lot has fallen in evil days. The 
great malignant ſpirit ſeems to have obtain- 


ed permiſſion for a ſeaſon, to ſend forth le- 


gions of his emiſſaries to ſpread lies, to the 
1 deceiv- 
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arguing with their authors, in one of their 


kind ſtand in need of ſome reſtraints, to 
check the diſorderly operation of their paſ- 


evil work, will overſpread the world. 


328) 


deceiving of the nations. Under this in- 


fluence of dæmons, men have come for- 
ward to propagate, with a more bloody zeal 
than Religious Fanaticiſm ever diſplayed, 
the doctrines that man individually is de- 
graded by the ſentiments of devotion, and 
that /oc:ety cannot exiſt in perfection, unleſs 
the meat and the drink-offering be cut off 
* from the houſe of the Lord. Reprelſ- 
ſing for a moment, if poſſible, the horror 
produced even by the mention of ſuch tenets, 
let us examine them as calmly as if we were 


own temples of Reaſon. 


Let it be granted that the bulk of man- 
{f10ns,—By what means can their paſſions be 
ſo effectually reſtrained as by a ſenſe of re- 


ligion ? Take this away, and immediate- 
ly rapine, violence, confuſion, and every 


Sup- 


( 29 ) 
Suppoſe only one effect, among many that 


might be named, which an irreligious ſpi- 
rit, diffuſed through the ranks of ſociety, 


would inevitably produce. I mean, that all 


reverence for the ſolemnity of an oath were 
to be done away.—W hat horrible conſe- 
quences would immediately entue | 


4 © * 


All the evidence by which quien f. 


fecting the characters, propeities, ai s 
of men are tried, would be rendered uſe- 
lels. In many caſes of this kind, an oath 
is the only thing to be reſorted to for put- 
ting an end to litigation and uncertainty. 


But if an irreligious ſpirit ſhall have de- 
ſtroyed all reverence for this appeal to the 
omnitcience of God, (and how can it fail 
to do this, when men are taught, that in 
the preſent life they are degraded by the 
ſentiments of piety, and that death is eter- 
nal ſleep), the truth in ſuch circumſtances 
can never be diſcovered—-falſehood can ne- 
ver be detected treachery will diſſolve all 

the 


the bands of ſociety ;—power and emolu. 


judge of all their actions, the moſt power- 


maxims of integrity as mere ſpeculations, 


( 30 ) 


ment of every kind will naturally fall into 
the hands of the moſt abandoned villains 
and the whole world will become as unin- 
habitable as the wretched country in which 
theſe tenets have been deviſed. 


It may therefore be aſſerted, without dif. 
fidence, that whoever ſets an example of 
impiety in his own conduct, and much 
more, whoever ſpreads the maxims of it a- 
mong the multitude, is in ſo far an enemy 
to ſociety.— If we efface from the minds of 
men the ſenſe of God, as the obſerver and 
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ful reſtraints on vice, and the moſt prevail- 
ing incitements to virtue, will vaniſh along 
with it. Men will learn to conſider the 


or at beſt, as only leſſons of worldly pru- 
dence. The conſequence muſt be, that 
they will pay no regard to them, not only 
in thoſe ſecret tranſactions, where knavery 

defies 


© 38-3 


defies detection but even in thoſe open 
outrages againſt law and order, in which 
they can be ſupported by the vociferation © or 
daggers of their aſſociated ruffians. 


can perceive but one objection that can 
be made to the foregoing reaſoning. —May 
not men, it may be aſked, learn a rational 
© ſyſtem of piety by other means than by at- 
E tending the ordinances of religion? May 
© they not be taught their duty by moral 
reaſoning, without going to church, read- 
ing the Scriptures, and keeping holy the 
Lord's Day ? 


To this it may be anſwered, 


1. That the objection is altogether vague 
and inconcluſive, inaſmuch as it does not 
prove any inexpediency or hburtfulneſs in 
the means hitherto employed among Chriſ 
tian nations, for ſpreading the knowledge, 
and maintaining the influence, of religion 


among 
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among men, but only /uppo/es that the ob- 
ject may be attained without them. But 
if in fact it be attained, to a certain extent, 
at leaſt, by them, would it be wiſe to hazard 
a doubtful experiment, when the danger is 


ſo great if it ſhould fail? 


2. There is every ground to believe, 
both from reaſoning and fact, that if the 


the ordinances of religion were aboliſhed, 


all ſenſe of integrity and virtue would be 
loſt from among men. 


That we do not learn our duty from 
mere inſtinct is certain. That even the 
moſt improved reaſon is' often perplexed, 
in aſcertaining the grounds and extent of 
moral obligation, is no leſs evident. —Al- 


| lowing, then, the Scriptures to be in truth 


what they lay claim to be the Word of 
G0D— What an unſpeakable advantage to 
mankind is it, to be furniſhed with ſo plain 
and authoritative a rule of conduct, free 
: from 
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from every ambiguity, and enforced by the 
moſt commanding ſanctions? | 


3. It is well known that many are de- 
prived of the leiſure, and that ſtill more. 
want the inclination, to inveſtigate the 


ſound meaning of the Scriptures for them- 


ſelves. 


Is it not then of importance, that public 
teachers of religion ſhould have a place in 


| fociety ?——Men who, without diveſting 
| themſelves of the character, or ſecluding 


themſelves ſrom performing the duties, or 
enjoying the beſt pleaſures of CITIZENS, 
devote, however, the chief attention of their 


lives to the ſtudy of the Sacred Oracles, 


that they may unfold them to their fellow 
creatures, for their direction and comfort, 


4. Although Gop has a right to all our 
time, and although men of well diſpoſed 
minds will keep every day, in ſome mea- 
ſure, holy to him ; yet is there not in hu- 
E man 
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and the intereſt we have in it? What can 


IMMORTAL CREATURE, than the obſer- 


in favour of thoſe who cultivate in them- 


nances of religion *. 


( 94 ) 


man nature an obvious tendency to be en- 
groſſed ſo much with the affairs of the pre- 
ſent life, as to forget the world to come, 


be more ſalutary to man, therefore, as an 


vance of that Divine ſtatute, which ordains 
a day of reſt from wordly employments—a 
day devoted to religious contemplation, and 
to ſolemn converſe with Gop, and with 
our own hearts ? 


Thus ſtands the argument. On the one 
fide, reaſon, Scripture, and experience are 


ſelves, and with to preſerve among their 
fellow citizens, a reverence for the ordi- 


On the other ſide is the rage for univerſal 
inno- 


* Si quid noviſti rectius iſtis, 
Candidus imperti—fi non, his utere mecum. 
| COOLS Hon 


* 
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inovation—with the experience of effects 
hitherto DISASTROUS and HORRIBLE. 


III. Let us ſtudy to ſhew a decent ex- 
preſſion of outward manners in our preſent 
ſituation. 


There is not a more obvious dictate of 
common ſenſe, than that the ſame conduct 
which, in fafe and eaſy circumſtances, is 
no other than the chearful expreflion of 
gratitude to providence, becomes, in ad- 
verſity, an improper and diſguſtful levity. 
This is felt, (by ſpeQators at leaſt), with 
regard to the private calamities of indivi- 
duals. When they continue, or affect to 
continue, the ſame ſelf- indulgence and 
gaiety as formerly, in ſuch reverſes of for- 
tune, it ſhocks the common ſentiments of 
mankind. 


What then is the differenee between the 
ſentiments of public anxiety, and thoſe of 
private diſtreſs, which ſhould thus provoke 

ſo 
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ſo much cenſure in the one caſe, and pre- 
clude even the ſlighteſt in the other Not 
in the feelings themſelves ſurely ;—for if 
theſe are to be diſtinguiſhed, it muſt be in 
a reſpect that will aggravate the improprie- 
ty of the appearance in the former caſe 
—ſeeing there the concern is more gene- 


Tous and extenſive.— But the fact is, that 


in this, as in many other caſes, we deceive 


ourſelves, as to the reality of the ſentiment, 


and think that we feel for our country, 


while in /ruth we only approve of that 


feeling. 


Matters of public concern are fo much 
topics of ordinary converſation ſo much 
agitated in companies of all deſcriptions, 


and of various degrees of candour and 


information, that the ſubject, like every 
other too often preſented to the mind in 
ſuch circumſtances, becomes often inſipid, 


ſometimes irkſome. Moreover, a great 


part of mankind are of ſo light and fri- 


volous a character, that provided you on- 


ly 


(7 


ly leave them, for the time, in poſſeſſion 
of the materials of their private enjoyment, 
they will feel (whatever they may profeſs) 
very little real ſolicitude about objects of 
public concern. 


, This is the account of the faf.—But 
| ſurely it is an account which reflects little 
honour on thoſe to whom the deſcription | 
applies. If we ſpeak of a perſon who, a- 
mid the diſtreſſes of thoſe with whom his 
affections and feelings ought to be united, 
remains inſenſible, overpowering every ge- | 9 
nerous emotion by a ſucceſſion of private 
ſelfiſh enjoyments - we ſpeak of one againſt 
whom all who deſerve the name of no- 
MAN BEINGS are zealous in expreſſing a- 
verſion and contempt. Yet is there not; 
in the view of impartial reaſon, ſomething 
not leſs ungenerous in the appearance of | | 
general levity prevailing in a NATION, 
while its deareſt intereſts are at hazard — 
and that hazard, too, warded only by the 
toils and dangers of our BRETHREN, to 
| whom 


( 38 ) 


whom the duty has been allotted of * turn. 
© ing the battle from the gate.'—Ah ! we 
ſeem little to reflect We whoſe lot has fal- 
len in ſuch peaceful places, and who, with 
ſo little gratitude, poſſeſs all that providence 
can beſtow on us towards HAPPINEsg, 


that many of our BRETHREN—born to ag 


fair and quiet expectations, and brought up 
with as indulgent tenderneſs as ourſelves, 
are now, in our cauſe, ſtruggling with hard- 
ſhips, perhaps encountering dangers, the 
leaſt of which, even in proſpe&, would 
embitter exiſtence to the men among us 
that are tender and very delicate &.. To 
theſe our brethren, that /un which ſhines 
on us with beams ſo tranquil and propi- 
tious, rolls every day a bloody ſhield through 
heaven : Every gale wafts to their ears the 
groans of death, every ſtream runs red 


with blood. 


IV. Let us conduct ourſelves with a w/c 


confi ſderation of the circumſtances which 
| demand 


„Deut. xxviii. 54. 
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demand our chief caution in the preſent 


conjuncture. 


There have been times, when the man 
deſerved beſt of his country, who, in his 
proper ſphere, employed his reaſoning and 
active faculties to check the abuſe of power 
in the conſtituted authorities. —The vERY 
REVERSE is the cale at preſent, The tide 
of opinion, influenced as it has been by e- 
vents in the revolutionary hiſtory of France, 
and by the arts and exertions of men among 
ourſelves, who wiſh to aſſimilate the hiftories 
of both kingaoms, threatens to run in a vio- 
lent, though, I truſt, not in a general cur- 
rent, towards the contrary direction. 


In ſuch circumſtances, ae and good men 
will ſtudy to diſcern both TIME and jJUDG- 
MENT *“. In other words, they awill en- 
deavour to correct, by a regard to what is 
the inſtant duty, in a conjuncture cauſing juft 
and peculiar alarm, thoje opinions or judge 

| ments 


Eccleſiaſt. viii. 5. 


( 40 ) 
ments which they had adopted, while 1 
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1 emergency led them to weigh their probabl; 
| conſequences, with regard to the general 
welfare. 


This diſcrimination /hould be ſtudied by 
all good men, and will be exerciſed by al 
WISE and GOOD men in the preſent ſitu. 
ation of public affairs. 


Every man has his peculiar ſphere of in- 
fluence ; and within that ſphere, not only 
his conduct, but even his ſpeech will have 
effect. Although, therefore, it is impoſſible 
not to form opinions of the public conſti- 
tution and adminiſtration of government 
—although it is lawful to ſpeak according 
to our opinions on theſe fubjets——al- 

though a good and wiſe man may have 
opinions in his own mind, that go to the 
_ cenſure of particular exiſting imperfections 
in the conſtitution or government of the 
country—yet he will not (diſcerning, as 
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| earth at defiance. | 


1 


raſh in expreſſing, far leſs zealous in ſpread- 


ing, the influence of ſuch opinions. He 


will think on what is /ca/ſonable and ex- 


Len He will be diffident of that ZEAL 


in his own mind, which, communicated to 
others of leſs candour or information, might 
become Heat, and might produce fumult. 
He will be wary of giving countenance, by 
his example, to the petulant and ill-deſign- 
ing.— Above all, he will, in the fear of 
God, ſummon his judgment to tell him 


what is the proper and becoming ſphere of 


his exertions, placing before it that maxim 
of the wiſe man, As a bird that wander- 


© eth from her neſt, ſo is the man that 


* leaveth his place. 


V. Let us. quit ourſelves like men' un- 


der the alarms ſounded by that bitter and 


* haſty nation, which now ſets heaven and 


FR F Putting 
* Proverbs xxvii. 8. 
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Jy. J 
Putting our truſt in ALMIGHTY Goy, 
let us animate ourſelves, and our brethren 


who are engaged in the ſame caule, by con- 
{ering and acknowledging gratefully the 
good land he has given us, and the many 
public and private bleſſings, which, as inha- 


bitants of it, we poſſeſs. 


Let us take a view of the happy Cox- 
SrYITUTION ef our PUBLic Goverx- 
MENT —a Conſtitution adapted equally 


to ſecure the bleſſings of LIBERTY and 


RELIGION by virtue of which the mean- 
elt in all our land is protected from the 


Hard hand of the preſſor, nor has cauſe 


10 fear the perfect! utor's rage, while he wor- 
ſhips the LORD Cop of his fathers ac- 


cording to his confſcierice—by virtue of 
Which the Sovereign can exact no part of 
the property of his ſubjects, for any pur- 
noſe, without tne conſent of the Com- 


mons Of the land repreſented: in Parlia- 


j ment bo virtue of which the -repreten- 
bf tative body of the Commons of GREAT 
Britain 


5 he 


Britain in Parliament can propoſe no ta 


on their conſtituents, which will not affect 


themſelves and their eſtates perſonally—by 


virtue of which equality of law, EQUAL 


Ty of pretenſions from virtue and tals, 
the only grounds of equality which mea 
in their ſenſes can acknowledge, are ach- 
nowledged, and have been, in innumerable 
inſtances, exemplified in the loweſt and 
higheſt conditions—dy virtue of which no 
Britiſh ſubject can be tried, but for an ot. 
fence againſt an exiſting law recorded, or 
by practice acknowledged—by virtue ot 
which the perſon accuſed muſt know the pe- 
ciſe crime for which he is brought before the 


juſtice of his country by virtue f which 


he may plead his own cauſe, —cmploy au- 
thoriſed counſellors to plead for him,—or 
by one requeſt, however late or uncxpe- 
dient, obtain an order from his judges to 
have ſuch counſellors appointed in his be- 


half—by virtue of which the amount of 


the evidence againſt him muſt be weighed 


by IMPARTIAL MEN, appointed from the 
5 claſs 
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claſs of citizens neareſt his own ſtation— 
by virtue of which the interpretation of 
Law 1s not committed to needy and de 
pendent men, who might be tempted ty 
ell the ſacred decrees of juſtice, but to men 
provided with liberal ſalaries, confirmed for 
life; and thus removed, as far as human 
precaution can go, from any inducement 
to pervert juſtice—by virtue of which ng 
ſuſpected individual can be at once 1cquel- 
tered from the execution of every purpoſe, 
good or bad, by a mandate immuring him 
in a dungeon by virtue of which the fair 
and equal trial, that has been deſcribed, 
muſt ſpeedily follow detainment or incar- 
ceration for any alledged offence by virtue 
of which it is not poſſible, even for the re- 
{entment of the SOVEREIGN, (ſhould that 
be ſuppoſed poſſible) to procure that fo 
much as Oxz of theſe privileges of the 
ſubjects ſhould be waved, in a caſe the moſt 
perſonal to nen 


Britons 


( 45 ) 


| Britons! What other liberty, What other 
: equality would you covet ? 


= Caſt your eyes (if they can bear the con- 
: traſt) on that Government by Revolutions, 
. which your enemies mean to ſubſtitute in- 

5 ſtead of that which has been reprefented. 
| to ſubſtitute by a war of invaſion, and to 


| i perpetuate by the operation of the perma- 


nent inſtrument of death. 


When ye have made the compariſon, 
then weigh both in your underſtanding, 
and in your feelings, whether treaſure 
even BLooD, can be expended in/a wor- 
thier. cauſe, than in reſiſting the attempts 
of thoſe who would rob us of the bleffings 
of time, and of the proſpects of eternity! 
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